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Historic  Long  Wharf  is  undergoing  a  multi- 
^iVjj\  million  dollar  restoration,  a  joint  venture  by 
w  kthe  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
?(BRA)  and  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Environmental  Management  (DEM).  The  wharf  will 
be  the  city's  recreational  boating  center  and  an 
exciting  public  gateway  to  the  Boston  Harbor  Islands 
State  Park. 

The  Boston  Harbor  Islands  State  Park  (operated 
cooperatively  by  DEM  and  the  MDC)  is  one  part  of 
the  state's  multi-faceted  interest  in  Boston  Harbor. 
The  state  is  deeply  involved  in  the  harbor's 
improvement,  from  pollution  control  and  ferry 
transportation  to  shorefront  pedestrian  access.  At 
Long  Wharf  the  city  and  state  are  working  together 
to  help  realize  the  sweeping  vision  of  "Harborpark," 
the  BRA's  plan  to  ensure  public  access  along  the 
length  of  Boston's  waterfront. 

THE  PROCESS 

Since  state  funds  for  the  project  were  authorized  in 
1984,  DEM  and  BRA  staff  have  worked  together  to 
develop  plans  for  the  wharfs  restoration.  Sasaki 
Associates  of  Watertown  was  retained  in  November 
of  1985  to  prepare  engineering  and  landscape  design 
documents. 

In  December,  1985  the  project  team  presented 
conceptual  diagrams  depicting  restoration  options  at 
a  public  meeting  on  board  the  New  England 
Aquarium's  Discovery  Ship.  Over  100  people 
attended  the  day-long  session  and  contributed 
valuable  comments  and  suggestions. 

Since  that  time  the  two  agencies  and  Sasaki  have 
continued  to  refine  the  plan,  working  with  abuttors, 
harbor  constituency  groups,  other  government 
agencies,  and  interested  citizens.  The  result  of  this 
effort  is  the  schematic  design  which  is  highlighted  on 
pages  2-3  of  this  Update. 
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THE  PURPOSE 

The  Long  Wharf  restoration  project  has  three  primary 
objectives: 

(1)  To  create  a  public  gateway  to  the  Boston  Harbor 
Islands  State  Park. 

(2)  To  provide  a  major  downtown  water  transporta- 
tion facility. 

(3)  To  establish  additional  public  access  and  visitor 
information  services  on  the  Boston  waterfront. 

THE  DESIGN 

DEM  and  the  BRA  are  committed  to  retaining  Long 
Wharfs  historic  maritime  character  and  maintaining 
a  full-fledged  working  wharf.  Plans  have  progressed 
from  the  water  side  first,  with  land  features  designed 
to  complement  the  wharf's  primary  function  as  a 
boating  center. 

The  main  focus  of  Long  Wharfs  passenger  boat 
service  is  access  to  the  Boston  Harbor  Islands  State 
Park.  Long  Wharf  is  the  departure  point  for  many  of 
the  park's  220,000  annual  visitors.  As  park  visitorship 
and  demand  for  water-borne  transportation  increase, 
new  marine  facilities  at  Long  Wharf  will  ensure  safe, 
convenient  operation  of  many  more  passenger 
vessels. 

Long  Wharf's  DEM/BRA  planning  team  is  working 
with  other  harborfront  entities  to  ensure  that  the 
wharfs  development  reflects  the  state-of-the-art  in 
waterfront  technology  and  is  compatible  with  the 
growing  network  of  water  transportation  centers 
developing  around  the  harbor.  The  design  allows  for 
the  utmost  flexibility  in  usage  so  that  commuter  boats 
and/or  larger  passenger  ferries  can  be  accommodated 
as  needed  over  time. 

The  single  most  important  component  of  the  plan 
is  the  addition  of  a  new  public  pier  on  the  north  side 
of  the  wharf,  which  will  double  the  facility's  usable 
docking  space.  The  new  pier,  in  the  approximate 
location  of  old  T  Wharf,  will  provide  expanded  public 
and  commercial  boat  basins  and  additional  waterfront 
access  for  park  visitors. 
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Public  Boat  Basin.  The  existing  marina  will  be 
relocated  to  the  north  side  of  the  new  pier.  The 
number  of  boat  slips  will  increase,  and  will  include 
additional  docking  space  for  transient  boats. 


Visitor  Center.  The  design  of  this  new  structure 
will  be  sensitive  to  the  wharfs  existing  architectural 
styles.  In  keeping  with  DEM's  other  urban  state  parks, 
the  visitor  center  will  be  free  of  charge  and  will  offer 
information  about  the  state  park  system  and  Boston 
waterfront  attractions,  exhibits,  meeting  rooms,  rest 
rooms,  and  year  round  activities.  Long  Wharf 
planners  are  working  with  the  National  Park  Service, 
the  City  of  Boston  and  others  to  ensure  that  visitor 
information  services  at  Long  Wharf  are  part  of  a 
cohesive  visitor  services  network  throughout  Boston. 


Pedestrian  Plaza.     The  visitor  center  will  be  the 
focal  point  of  an  active,  colorful  pedestrian  plaza  in 
what  is  now  an  underutilized  portion  of  the  wharf.  The 
plaza  area  will  provide  additional  space  for  wharf« 
visitors  away  from  boat  waiting  areas. 


Ticketing  Facility.  A  central  facility  will  provide, 
individual  booths  for  boat  operators  to  sell  their 
tickets.  The  structure  will  mirror  the  roof  lines  of  the 
other  buildings  on  the  wharf,  and  will  include  sheltered 
waiting  areas. 


,  New  Public  Pier.  The  pier  will  add  a  new  dimension 
to  the  visitor's  waterfront  experience.  It  will  extend 
the  "Walk  to  the  Sea,"  which  brings  pedestrians  from 
Government  Center  through  Marketplace  Center 
and  into  Waterfront  Park.  The  tower  at  the  pier's  end 
will  offer  spectacular  views  all  along  Boston's 
waterfront  and  out  to  the  harbor  islands. 


»New  North  Basin.  Restoration  of  the  granite  sea 
wall  behind  the  Custom  House  Block,  combined  with 
the  new  pier  and  dredging,  will  create  a  basin  capable 
of  handling  large  passenger  vessels  such  as  those 
which  now  operate  from  the  wharf's  south  side. 


"  Wharf  End.  The  outer  end  of  Long  Wharf  is  already 
under  construction.  The  BRA,  with  a  grant  from  the 
National  Park  Service,  has  rebuilt  the  seawall  and  the 
granite  outer  edge.  The  MBTA  is  still  working  on  the 
site,  constructing  an  emergency  escape/ventilation  shaft 
for  the  Blue  Line. 


^  Shade  Pavilion.  When  their  shaft  work  is  completed, 
the  MBTA  will  pave  the  wharf  end  in  brick  and  granite, 
install  benches  and  lighting,  and  construct  a  shade 
pavilion  over  the  shaft  entrance.  The  pavilion  will  be 
made  of  slate,  granite,  brick,  and  copper. 
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The  Long  Wharf  design  featured  in  this  update  has  been  immeasurably  strengthened  by  public  review  and 
comment.  As  the  design  and  operational  plans  are  further  refined  in  the  coming  months,  public  input  will  be 
welcome. 

BRA  and  DEM  project  staff  will  continue  to  meet  with  area  residents  and  businesses.  The  following  informal  workshop 
sessions  have  also  been  scheduled  as  forums  for  public  comment. 


Development  Plan:     Project  goals,  schematic  design,  environmental  issues.  November  5,  1986,  4:00  p.m. 
Marriott  Hotel,  Long  Wharf. 

Maintenance:      Operation  and  maintenance,  boats  and  water  transportation.  November  19, 1986, 4:00  p.m. 
Marriott  Hotel,  Long  Wharf. 

Visitor  Services:    Visitor  center,  exhibits,  interpretive/information  programs.  December  3, 1986, 4:00  p.m. 
Marriott  Hotel,  Long  Wharf. 


For  additional  information  on  the  Long  Wharf  Project,  contact  Catherine  Barner,  Department  of  Environmental 
Management,  225  Friend  Street,  Boston,  MA  02114, 727-3160  or  David  Duncan,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority, 
Building  #34,  Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  242-2282. 
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